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Megan Gueli, Columbus FSC, recently competed in the Gletscher Cup in Greindelwald, Switzerland.  



 
 
 

 
 

Megan placed fourth in the novice ladies event and shares these insights from her trip with us: 
 
Every moment of my Switzerland trip was an intriguing and rewarding one. While I was there, I met 
Denise Bielman and got my picture taken with her. I was also fortunate enough to have watched her new 
show program and her well-known bielman spin. I also met many new people, including a few Swiss 
skaters, who amazed me by there ability to speak so many languages. Most people in Switzerland spoke 
at least Swiss-German, French, and English fluently. My family and I were also fortunate enough to have 
been able to spend time with a Swiss man, named Rhinehart Shutes. Rinehart had many fascinating 
stories to tell and let us experience the Swiss culture by taking us to small family owned Swiss 
restaurants that we would never have been able to experience on our own.  
I also loved experiencing the open judging system. It was pleasurable to stand and wait for the judges to 
hold up their marks, and then knowing approximately how well you did compared to the other skaters. 
However, many of the marks were so close you often couldn't tell exactly in which place you were. The 
awards ceremony was also a different experience. They did not post the results. When it came to the 

awards ceremony, you didn't know exactly which place you had received. They 
just began calling the placements beginning with first and then going down. Also, 
even if you did not receive first through fourth placement, they still gave everyone 
else a participant medal. It seemed to be a very nice touch to the whole 
competition. The competitors were all very friendly to one another. We enjoyed 
the two dinners together. It was a great way to kindle new friendships. 
Switzerland was an extremely beautiful country. The views were amazing. After 
one of the practices, my family and I went to the highest point in Europe. 
Although the views were beautiful everywhere, at the top of the Jungfrau region, 
the scenery took my breath away. My trip to Switzerland is an experience I will 
always cherish.  
 
 
Ryan Hartley, Queen City FSC, also competed in a young international 

competition in Belgium this spring.  Ryan won the silver medal in the Minimes Boys event.  Ryan has 
shared his thoughts from his trip with us too: 
 
Competing at the Kempen Trophy Competition in Belgium was very exciting. I skated againist young men 
from many different countries. I skated well and placed second in a competitive group of Minimes A Boys. 
The competitors were all very friendly. Most of the boys had great jumps, but I thought their artistic style 
was their strong point. I'm going to dig in and work harder on mine.  We landed in Brussels and took a 
train to Turnhout were the competition was held. I was nervous when I arrived at the rink because I didn't 
know anyone. A lady approached me and introduced herself as Laurie Johnson, the United States Judge 
and International Team Leader. She watched me and the other skaters from the US Team practice. That 
was very comforting because she said she liked my programs. She was a great judge but she seemed 
like a second coach because she was always at every practice session encouraging all of our team 
members. Laurie is a great person and a friend. 

 
If you have any information you’d like included in the next 
newsletter, contact Jenni Cashen at jcashen@earthlink.net! 

Check us out on the web at www.seglskate.org! 
 
 
Congratulations to all our skaters on their great 
performances at the 2005 U.S. Adult Figure Skating 
Championships in Kansas City! 

 
Kory Thomas  ISC of Indianapolis  2nd Adult Silver II Men Freestyle 
       7th Interpretive Men II 
 



 
 
 

 
 

Holly McDowell  FSC of Cincinnati  8th Bronze Ladies II Freestyle FINAL 
       3rd Bronze Ladies II Freestyle B 
 
Dona Stohler  IWSA FSC   8th Bronze Ladies III Freestyle FINAL 
       2nd Bronze Ladies III Freestyle A 
 
Nikki Nichols  IWSA FSC   12th Silver Ladies I Freestyle FINAL 
       6th Silver Ladies I Freestyle A 
       8th Interpretive Ladies I A 
 
Jeff Buchannan  Thoroughbred FSC  2nd Masters Interpretive Men II 
       6th Adult Gold Men Freestyle 
 
Kristina Jameson Chiller FSC   11th Championship Gold Ladies Freestyle 
 
Cathy Brinkman  FSC of Cincinnati  11th Silver Ladies III Freestyle A 
 
Rebecca Guthrie Birmingham FSC  8th Silver Ladies II Freestyle C 
       4th Interpretive Ladies II A 
 
Dottie Janson  FSC of Cincinnati  6th Silver Ladies II Freestyle C 
       9th Interpretive Ladies II A 
 
Stacy Nakamura FSC of Cincinnati  9th Silver Ladies I Freestyle B 
 
Diana Ragsdale Louisville SA    6th Interpretive Ladies III B 
 
Kelly Scott  Columbus FSC   9th Silver Ladies II Freestyle B 
 
Lynn Stoike  N. Kentucky SC   11th Bronze Ladies III Freestyle B 
       4th Interpretive Ladies III A 
 
Diana-lynn Wells Ind. Member (coach at  2nd Championship Masters Ladies Freestyle 
   Louisville SA)   1st Masters Interpretive Ladies I A 
 

Indiana Skaters in World Special Olympic Games 
The World Special Olympics Games are held every 4 years. The Games were held Feb. 25-March 5, 

2005 in Nagano, Japan. Three members of Winter Club of Indianapolis were athletes selected to go to 
these Games. Katie Crawford, Mandy Hoopingarner and Shannon Lamb (daughter of Sandy Lamb, 

Coach). Indiana was not given a quota for figure skaters so Katie was selected to compete in Down Hill 
Skiing; Mandy in Speed Skating; and Shannon was selected to be the "athlete official" for figure skating. 
She was judging on panels that included World and Olympics ISU judges. All three girls have competed 
in figure skating at other World Games. Winter Club is very proud to have 3 representatives selected to 

the World Special Olympics Games.  
If you would like to start a Special Olympics figure skating program in your rink, contact:  

Sandy Lamb at 812-597-5443 or by email at slamb@netdirect.net. 
Upcoming Events 

May 13-15 Silver Skate 2005 S. Dayton FSC 
  Contact is Trish Burke Williams at trishbwilliams@hotmail.com 
 
May 15  Test Session  Columbus FSC 
  Limited due to time & ice availability to in club skaters. 
  Good trial opportunity--through Senior MIF, FS, and International Dance! 
 
June 10-12 International Dance Seminar IWSA 

For skaters, coaches, and judges to learn steps, pattern, timing, and partnering of the 



 
 
 

 
 

Tango Romantica, Midnight Blues, Austrian Waltz, & Yankee Polka.  Skaters should be 
at least at the Pre Silver level.  It is a PSA approved seminar worth 8 credits, and a 
reproved judges accredited seminar.  Contact Sandy Lamb at slamb@netdirect.net or 
download an application at www.iwsa.org. 

 
June 10-12 Buckeye Skate  Chiller FSC  
  Entries due April 15, 2005.  Basic skills through Senior FS 
  Contact is Mike Baird (614) 766-1460 or mbaird1@columbus.rr.com 
 
June 12  Test Session  Birmingham FSC 
  Deadline is May 9    Applications at www.bhamfsc.com 
  Contact is Mary Gray at 205 664-0505.   
  
June 24-26 Skate Indy 2005  IWSA FSC Entries due May 10, 2005 
   Basic skills through senior 
   Contact is Cathy Long (317) 331-4552 or SKATEINDY2005@aol.com 
   Form available at www.iwsa.org 
 
June 28  Test Session  Louisville SA 
  Contact is Sandy Merritt at (502) 244-3901  or slmerritt@prodigy.net. 
  Forms at www.skatelouisville.org 
 
July 7-10 Troy Summer Competition Troy SC 
  Basic skills - senior  Will use new judging system for novice & above! 
   
July 8  Test Session (Dances 6:15 - 10:15 pm) IWSA FSC 
  Deadline is June 28 at 3 pm.  Forms at www.iwsafsc.org 
  Contact is Donny Adair at (317) 823-2892 or Testchairiwsafsc@cs.com 
July 9  Test Session (MIF & FS starting at 8 am) IWSA FSC 
  Deadline is June 28 at 3 pm.  Forms at www.iwsafsc.org 
  Contact is Donny Adair at (317) 823-2892 or Testchairiwsafsc@cs.com 
 
July 14-15 Kathy Casey Seminar  Ft. Wayne ISC 
  Times and other info available from Michelle Anger at 260-637-3934. 
 
August 3-6 Birmingham Invitational 2005 Birmingham FSC 
  Contact is Scott Spector at  (205) 296-0742 or jsspector@charter.net 
  Applications at www.bhamfsc.com 
 
August 6 Test Session   Birmingham FSC   
  Deadline is July 3  Applications at www.bhamfsc.com 
  Contact is Mary Gray at 205 664-0505. 
 
August 5-7 Queen City Invitational Queen City FSC 
  
August 5 Test Session (Dances 6:15 - 10:15 pm) IWSA FSC 
  Deadline is July 26 at 3 pm.  Forms at www.iwsafsc.org 
  Contact is Donny Adair at (317) 823-2892 or Testchairiwsafsc@cs.com 
August 6 Test Session (MIF & FS starting at 8 am) IWSA FSC 
  Deadline is July 26 at 3 pm.  Forms at www.iwsafsc.org 
  Contact is Donny Adair at (317) 823-2892 or Testchairiwsafsc@cs.com 
 
August 12-14 Indy Challenge 2005 Dance & Pair Competition IWSA FSC 
  Deadline is July 1. Contact is Kelley & Donny Adair at :  indykelley@cs.com 
  Forms available at www.iwsafsc.org 
 



 
 
 

 
 

August 20 Test Session  Chiller FSC 
  Contact is Alexandra Dunne-Bryant at 740-965-5623 or wellesleyadb@yahoo.com 
  Form available at www.chillerfsc.com 
 
August 27 Test Session  Louisville SA 
  Contact is Sandy Merritt at (502) 244-3901  or slmerritt@prodigy.net. 
  Forms at www.skatelouisville.org 
 
September 16-18 Tony Todd Memorial Carmel Invitational ISC of Indianapolis 
   
October 26-29 EGL   ISC of Indianapolis 
 
November 11 Test Session  Louisville SA 
  Contact is Sandy Merritt at (502) 244-3901  or slmerritt@prodigy.net. 
  Forms at www.skatelouisville.org 
 
November 12 Louisville SA Invitational  Louisville SA 
 
February 24-26 SEGL Invitational  Louisville SA 

 

 


